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The Organization of American States (OAS) met in Lima, June 1-5, for its 27th General Assembly.
Delegates criticized the US for its process of certification regarding other countries' cooperation
in US anti-drug trafficking efforts. They also criticized Peru for human rights abuses and for its
disregard of constitutional law. Among other things, the delegates called for the reincorporation of
Cuba into the international body, but they stopped short of condemning the Helms-Burton law on
Cuba. This OAS assembly was chaired by Peru's Foreign Minister Francisco Tudela, who was still
recovering from injuries he received when he was rescued from the Movimiento Revolucionario
Tupac Amaru (MRTA) siege at the home of the Japanese ambassador in April (see NotiSur, 04/25/97
and 05/09/97).
Tudela said in his opening remarks that "political corruption and terrorism are direct attacks on
democratic stability and against the enforcement of human rights in the hemisphere." Before
leaving Peru, the foreign ministers signed the "Lima Commitment: Toward a Culture of Peace and
Development in the Americas." The document commits the member states to combat and eradicate
corruption, terrorism, and drug trafficking, while consolidating democracy, respect for human
rights, and the modernization of the state. It also says that respect for international treaties, the
limiting of conventional weapons, and the peaceful solution of controversies between countries
would allow the OAS to fulfil its role as the main vehicle for the consolidation of new cooperationbased Pan-American relations.
The delegates from 34 nations also passed resolutions to combat poverty and to promote trade,
economic integration, and sustainable development. Delegates call for CUBA's return to OAS
As indirect criticism of the US's drug certification process, the delegates unanimously passed a
resolution that calls for restraint from "unilateral, coercive" measures by any of the member states.
The Latin American and Caribbean diplomats were outspoken in their condemnation of the yearly
certification process, which OAS Secretary General Cesar Gaviria called "a source of tension in
inter-American relations."
While the US delegation reluctantly supported the measure criticizing certification, it managed to
avoid a repeat of last year's clash over the Helms-Burton law, which seeks to punish third-country
companies doing business in Cuba. Latin American and Caribbean countries and Canada said,
however, that they expect to see the law modified or revoked. In addition, several OAS members
including Canada, Mexico, and Brazil called for a prompt return of Cuba as an active OAS member,
after 35 years of suspension.
Cuba, a founding member of the organization, was suspended in 1962 after several Latin American
and Caribbean countries at US urging denounced Havana's role in funding regional guerrilla
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movements. Gaviria said Cuba is "the most important political problem" in the OAS at this time.
And, after almost 15 years of Washington-imposed structural-adjustment programs that have, to
a large extent, transformed most Latin American and Caribbean economies, government officials
at the meeting questioned the lopsided results of their efforts. International lenders agreed that
structural adjustment has not been uniformly beneficial. "Poverty persists throughout the region,
and about 40% of the population lives in critical poverty," Enrique Iglesias, president of the InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB), told the delegates.

Human rights commission chides Peruvian government
Some of the strongest criticism of the meeting was reserved for the host country, Peru. The OAS's
Inter-American Human Rights Commission (Comision Interamericana de Derechos Humanos,
CIDH) called on Peru to permit the Constitutional Court (Tribunal Constitucional) to function
normally "as soon as possible." Peruvian delegates objected to the commission's statement, calling
it "tendentious and discriminatory," but were unsuccessful in their efforts to prevent it from being
presented.
While delegates were meeting, hundreds of Peruvians marched through the streets of Lima,
protesting government policies. It was one of the strongest anti-government demonstrations since
President Alberto Fujimori took office in 1990. The CIDH's statement said the commission was
"concerned" about the situation created by the Peruvian Congress's May 29 dismissal of three of
the court's judges who had ruled that Fujimori could not run in elections for a third consecutive
presidential term (see NotiSur, 06/06/97). "The importance of the Constitutional Court for the
protection of human rights...justifies the concern of the CIDH for the situation that has occurred,"
said the statement.
The CIDH also questioned the continuing state of emergency in much of Peru, abuses by security
forces in pursuing terrorists, the practice of "faceless" judges who are unaccountable for their
decisions, and the high number of innocent people who have been imprisoned on charges of
terrorism. "The hidden identity of the faceless judges and prosecutors prevents the guarantee of
independence and impartiality in the tribunals," said the CIDH document. In recent years, Peru has
set a record in Latin America for the number of people sentenced to life in prison for terrorism.
As many as 70% of the 11,000 prisoners jailed for terrorism are innocent, according to the
Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDDHH), a human rights umbrella organization
in Lima. In addition to the large number of wrongful convictions, conditions for prisoners are
abominable, even by Latin American standards. In many instances, prisoners are kept for long
periods in solitary confinement, without light and without time outside their cells for exercise. Many
accused terrorists are jailed in Yanamayo prison in Puno, at an elevation of more than 13,000 feet
above sea level. The prison has no glass in the windows, and the combination of the high altitude
and cold temperatures creates serious health hazards for prisoners, especially those from the coastal
areas (see NotiSur, 01/19/96).
CNDDHH director Sofia Macher told LADB in Lima that the government is planning a new prison
in a location 15,000 ft above sea level, which would, she says, effectively sentence prisoners sent
there to death. [Sources: Caretas (Peru), 05/22/97; Notimex, 05/25/97, 06/01/97; Inter Press Service,
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06/03/97; Reuter, 05/31/97, 06/01/97, 06/05/97; United Press International, 06/02/97, 06/05/97; Agence
France-Presse, 06/05/97]
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